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In 1883 the social reformer, Octavia Hill talked about the utility of green spaces in London as ‘open air living rooms’ for all. What might her phrase mean for urban foresters in the current century?  The objective of this paper is to present a ‘strategic future’ for urban forestry as it melds itself around the ascendant discourse on green infrastructure and its relationship with urbanism especially sustainable transport, housing growth and sustainable cities; how will it make a distinctive contribution in these areas and what will the impact of that contribution be. The paper will argue the need for competent planning, an interdisciplinary approach, utilisation of social marketing techniques and evidence based commissioning of urban forestry services. 
