Planning intercultural urban nature 
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In planning the land use and management of urban nature areas, information is needed on values and needs of different resident groups as well as on practices to obtain this information. In the light of population changes, both planning content and planning practices need to be updated. In the Helsinki Metropolitan Area, ethnic minorities have generally been excluded from planning. They are, however, to comprise 75% of the predicted population growth (130,000 new residents) in the area by 2025. How can planning practices be adapted to obtain information from ethnic minorities? How can planning for urban nature areas address the developing of a positively intercultural urban nature, supporting the well-being of different groups?
In the project Multicultural urban nature (HENVI 2008-2010), we are studying these questions in the Helsinki Metropolitan Area. In 2009, the roles of urban nature for different ethnic groups and for their integration with the new living environment have been studied by means of a literature review. The study completes the project Greendecision (Academy of Finland 2006-2008), in which we studied the use of information on residents' values and needs, i.e. social information, in planning for urban nature. With the help of forthcoming expert interviews, the current project will develop a theory and a practical tool supporting the planning for intercultural urban nature. 

We present the consideration of ethnic minorities in the context of a theory of integrating social information in different levels of planning. Obtaining information from different groups and the roles of urban nature for their relations are discussed with examples from literature and in relation to a typology of ways of seeing the role of residents in planning, developed in Greendecision. Finally, we review usability of the idea of environmental citizenship in developing attractive and healthy environments in intercultural contexts. 

