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Migration is one of the major social forces affecting Europe and likely to continue to do so for the foreseeable future. Migration is a complex phenomenon and in the context of this paper is taken as the movement of people from one country to another for economic purposes. Many immigrants to European countries come from other European countries but many come from outside Europe and originate in very different cultures. First generation immigrants from developing countries often go to countries which were former colonial masters, so there is a pattern in Europe related to the old empires in Africa, Asia and South America. As well as ethnic and religious differences there may be issues of immigrants from rural areas coming to large cities and living in dense often deprived neighbourhoods which may already contain significant ethnic minorities or be forms of ghetto. In some places semi-legal or illegal immigrants live below the visibility of the authorities and inhabit very poor accommodation. Green spaces in cities represent places where these immigrants can escape the problems and conditions of their living environment, where they can meet and socialise and where they can remind themselves of home by participating in traditional activities. Qualitative research in Edinburgh, Scotland, Manchester, England and Lisbon, Portugal, explored the attitudes to and use of green areas by people from different immigrant groups. It found that accessibility to green areas varies from place to place and that members of different groups, such as Muslim girls, have restrictions placed on their behaviour by their religion and culture. Some groups do not visit green areas while others tend to use some areas and not others. Beliefs about what can be found in natural areas also affect attitudes. The results provide evidence for policy makers about some of the factors that affect the quality of life and social inclusion of immigrant groups.
